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It was a dark and stormy night. No, really, it was, and even though that ought to be ideal for a
metal gig, in reality getting all the way to the distant Sound Academy for Dethklok, Mastodon,

Converge and High On Fire in the middle of a windy umbrella-wrecking onslaught was hellish-

in-a-bad-way. Luckily, by the time the entire sold-out crowd made it in the door (most of them
missing High On Fire, myself included), the notoriously cavernous venue was packed tight enough
that we warmed up relatively quickly. Not quickly enough for Converge, however.

As a neophyte metal fan, I naively expected fans of Dethklok and Mastodon — loud, abrasive
bands with frenetic grooves and growling, grunting frontmen — to welcome a band like
Converge’s loud, abrasive music, their frenetic grooves and their hollering, growling frontman
with open arms. Instead a handful of diehards threw up their fists at the front of the room, while
the rest stood in stony silence while Jacob Bannon stalked the stage and the rest of the band
pounded out tracks from their seven-album catalogue (including a thundering “Jane Doe”) with an
emphasis on their latest, the relentless Axe To Fall. Count the soundmen among the band’s
detractors, since for the majority of their set, guitarist Kurt Ballou’s cannonball riffs were lost in
the mix’s boomy, indistinct mess. Things improved by the end, particularly “Worms Will Feed,”
but by then, most of the crowd were eagerly following Bannon’s countdown from “we have four
songs left” to the end.



Mastodon did not have any such problems. In fact, they had no problems of any kind; it’s hard to
imagine a better set for them, since by now they’ve figured out exactly how to present their
material. Starting with Big Gulp—sized servings of prog-metal goodness from Crack The Skye, the
beloved Atlanta beardos slogged through the disc’s dreamy narrative with determination while an
elaborately constructed (and mind-blowingly stoner-oriented) video played out above them,
diverting attention from their minimal stage presence. Aside from Brett Hinds’ tastily shredded
guitar solos and Brann Dailor’s complex Latin-influenced drum patterns, they obviously were
aware that a few pained guitar faces wouldn’t quite hold our attention for an hour. When they
transitioned into older and more balls-to-the-wall schizophrenic/gonzo material, notably from their
mainstream breakthrough disc, Blood Mountain, it gave them a second wind that made the second
half of their set just as exciting as their first, if not more so. Metal, meet your Usain Bolt.
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Weirdly, Dethklok’s set was structured almost the same as Mastodon’s, in the sense that it
consisted of a band openly encouraging their video backdrop to steal the show. It worked equally
well, since despite having recruited a band of ridiculously talented hired guns — guitarist Mike
Keneally, bassist Bryan Beller and drummer Gene Hogland — nobody expected Metalocalypse
co-creator Brendon Small to eclipse the show’s characters, even though he writes all the music and
does all the voices. Interspersing fan-favourite tunes like “Murmaider” (that’s short for mermaid
murder, which the video made graphically and appallingly clear) and the gleefully inspired
“Duncan Hills Coffee Jingle” with sketches involving characters on the series, Small and company
did a better-than-expected job of translating the TV show to the stage.

Still, there’s just no getting around the fact that songs played for comedy rarely work as music-
qua-music, and while Small’s creations are authentic enough to give the show ample credibility,
watching an entire set of tunes like “Deth Support” (an odd choice for a Canadian show, given its
not-at-all subtle critique of the American health care system) was kind of like one of those pops
concerts where they play movie soundtracks — nice, but mostly forgettable. The show proved
beyond a shadow of a doubt that Dethklok are a real band, but they’re not yet a great one.

Dethkiok - Murmaider (Live in S3an Francison )
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